AMENDMENT 



Status of All Claims in the Application : 

1 . (Original) A golf putter for putting a ball, the golf putter comprising: 

a putter body having a centrally positioned transition plane that 
demarcates the putter body into a heel region and a toe region, the putter body 
being formed substantially from a material having a first specific gravity, the 
putter body including a sole region that defines a first sole cavity; 

a heel weight that is secured to the heel region, the heel weight being 
formed substantially from a material having a second specific gravity that is 
greater than the first specific gravity; 

a toe weight that is secured to the toe region, the toe weight being spaced 
apart from the heel weight, the toe weight being formed substantially from a 
material having a third specific gravity that is greater than the first specific gravity; 
and 

a first sole insert that is inserted into the first sole cavity, the first sole 
insert being formed substantially from a material having a fourth specific gravity 
that is greater than the first specific gravity. 

2. (Original) The golf putter of claim 1 wherein the first sole insert is 
positioned partly in the heel region and partly in the toe region. 

3. (Original) The golf putter of claim 1 wherein the heel weight has a weight 
that is substantially similar to a weight of the toe weight. 

4. (Original) The golf putter of claim 1 wherein the sole region includes a 
sole surface, the first sole cavity being entirely disposed in the sole surface. 
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5. (Original) The golf putter of claim 1 wherein the second specific gravity 
and the third specific gravity are each substantially similar to the fourth specific gravity. 

6. (Original) The golf putter of claim 1 wherein the heel weight, the toe 
weight and the first sole insert each includes a center of gravity, and wherein the center 
of gravity of the heel weight, the toe weight and the first sole insert form vertices of a 
triangle having two sides that are approximately the same length. 

7. (Original) The golf putter of claim 6 wherein the putter body includes a 
face region that strikes the ball during putting and a back region, and wherein the 
triangle defines a plane that is angled in a downwardly direction moving from the face 
region toward the back region. 

8. (Original) The golf putter of claim 7 wherein the sole region has a sole 
surface, and wherein the triangle forms an angle with the sole surface that is greater 
than approximately 5 degrees and less than approximately 45 degrees. 

9. (Original) The golf putter of claim 1 wherein the fourth specific gravity is at 
least 50% greater than the first specific gravity. 

10. (Original) The golf putter of claim 1 further comprising a second sole 
insert, and wherein the sole region defines a second sole cavity that receives the 
second sole insert. 

11. (Original) The golf putter of claim 10 wherein the first sole insert has a 
different volume than the second sole insert. 

12. (Original) The golf putter of claim 10 wherein at least one of the sole 
inserts is positioned partly in the heel region and partly in the toe region. 
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13. (Original) The golf putter of claim 10 wherein the second sole insert is 
formed substantially from a material having a sixth specific gravity that is lower than the 
fourth specific gravity. 

14. (Original) The golf putter of claim 13 wherein the fourth specific gravity is 
at least 300% greater than the sixth specific gravity. 

15. (Original) The golf putter of claim 10 wherein at least one of the sole 
inserts is substantially wedge-shaped. 

16. (Original) The golf putter of claim 1 wherein the putter body includes an 
upper cavity, the golf putter further comprising an upper region insert that is positioned 
in the upper cavity, the upper region insert substantially facing an opposite direction 
from the first sole insert, the upper region insert having a substantially circular shape. 

17. (Original) The golf putter of claim 16 wherein the upper region insert has 
a diameter of greater than approximately 1 .00 inches and less than 1 .60 inches. 

18. (Original) The golf putter of claim 17 wherein the upper region insert 
includes an alignment guide to align the putter body with the ball prior to striking the 
ball. 

19. (Original) The golf putter of claim 18 wherein the alignment guide is 
positioned substantially perpendicularly to an axis that extends between the heel weight 
and the toe weight. 

20. (Original) The golf putter of claim 19 wherein the putter body includes a 
V-shaped alignment channel that defines a plane that is positioned substantially 
orthogonally to the alignment guide. 



21. (Original) The golf putter of claim 16 wherein the upper region insert is 
formed substantially from a material having a seventh specific gravity that is lower than 
the first specific gravity. 

22. (Original) The golf putter of claim 1 wherein the face region includes a 
face surface that strikes the ball, and wherein the heel insert is positioned within the 
heel cavity so that an exterior surface of the heel insert is flush with the face surface. 

23. (Currently Amended) A golf putter for putting a ball, the golf putter 
comprising: 

a putter body having a centrally positioned transition plane that 
demarcates the putter body into a heel region and a toe region, the putter body 
including a sole region that defines a first sole cavity and a second sole cavity, 
each sole cavity being positioned partly in the heel region and partly in the toe 
region; d e marcat i on 

a first sole insert that is inserted into the first sole cavity; and 
a second sole insert that is inserted into the second sole cavity. 

24. (Original) The golf putter of claim 23 wherein the sole region has a sole 
surface that substantially faces the surface while putting, the sole surface defining a 
perimeter of the first sole cavity and a perimeter of the second sole cavity. 

25. (Original) The golf putter of claim 23 wherein at least one of the sole 
inserts is formed substantially from a material having a specific gravity that is greater 
than a specific gravity of a material used to substantially form the putter body. 

26. (Original) The golf putter of claim 25 wherein the second sole insert has a 
second specific gravity that is greater than a first specific gravity of the first sole insert. 
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27. (Original) The golf putter of claim 26 wherein the second specific gravity 
is at least approximately 100 percent greater than the first specific gravity. 

28. (Original) The golf putter of claim 25 further comprising (i) a heel weight 
that is secured to the heel region, the heel weight being formed substantially from a 
material having a fifth specific gravity that is greater than the specific gravity of the 
material used to substantially form the putter body, and (ii) a toe weight that is secured 
to the toe region, the toe weight being spaced apart from the heel weight, the toe weight 
being formed substantially from a material having a sixth specific gravity that is greater 
than the specific gravity of the material used to substantially form the putter body. 

29. (Original) The golf putter of claim 28 wherein the heel weight, the toe 
weight and the first sole insert each includes a center of gravity, and wherein the center 
of gravity of the heel weight, the toe weight and the first sole insert form vertices of a 
triangle having two sides that are approximately the same length. 

30. (Original) The golf putter of claim 29 wherein the putter body includes a 
face region that strikes the ball during putting and a back region, and wherein the 
triangle defines a plane that slopes in a downwardly direction moving from the face 
region toward the back region. 

31. (Original) The golf putter of claim 26 wherein the second sole insert has a 
volume that is less than approximately 50% of a volume of the first sole insert. 

32. (Original) The golf putter of claim 26 wherein the putter body includes a 
face region that is adapted to strike the ball during putting, and wherein the entire 
second sole insert is positioned further from the face region than the first sole insert. 



33. (Original) The golf putter of claim 23 wherein each of the sole inserts 
includes a corresponding exposed insert surface that is each entirely flush with the sole 
surface. 

34. (Original) The golf putter of claim 23 wherein at least one of the sole 
inserts is positioned substantially symmetrically relative to the transition plane. 

35. (Original) The golf putter of claim 23 wherein each of the sole inserts is 
positioned substantially symmetrically relative to the transition plane. 

36. (Original) The golf putter of claim 23 further comprising a substantially 
circular upper region insert, and wherein the putter body includes an upper region that 
generally faces an opposite direction from the sole surface, the upper region including 
an upper region cavity that receives the upper region insert, the upper region insert 
having a third specific gravity that is lower than the second specific gravity. 

37. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 wherein the upper region insert has 
a diameter that is greater than approximately 1 .00 inches and less than 1 .60 inches. 

38. (Original) A golf putter for putting a ball, the golf putter comprising: 

a putter body including a sole region that defines a first sole cavity and a 
second sole cavity; 

a first sole insert that is inserted into the first sole cavity, the first sole 
insert having a first specific gravity; and 

a second sole insert that is inserted into the second sole cavity, the 
second sole insert having a second specific gravity that is greater than the first 
specific gravity. 

39. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 wherein the second specific gravity 
is at least approximately 100% greater than the first specific gravity. 
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40. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 wherein the second specific gravity 
is at least approximately 500% greater than the first specific gravity. 

41. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 wherein at least one of the sole 
inserts is formed substantially from a material having a specific gravity that is greater 
than a specific gravity of a material used to substantially form the putter body. 

42. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 wherein the putter body includes a 
face region that is adapted to strike the ball while putting, and wherein the second sole 
insert is positioned further from the face region than the first sole insert. 

43. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 wherein the putter body has a 
centrally positioned transition plane that demarcates the putter body into a heel region 
and a toe region, the golf putter further comprising (i) a heel weight that is secured to 
the heel region, the heel weight being formed substantially from a material having a 
specific gravity that is greater than a specific gravity of a material used to substantially 
form the putter body, and (ii) a toe weight that is secured to the toe region, the toe 
weight being spaced apart from the heel weight, the toe weight being formed 
substantially from a material having a specific gravity that is greater than the specific 
gravity of the material used to substantially form the putter body. 

44. (Original) The golf putter of claim 43 wherein the heel weight, the toe 
weight and the first sole insert each includes a center of gravity, and wherein the center 
of gravity of the heel weight, the toe weight and the first sole insert form vertices of a 
triangle having two sides that are approximately the same length. 
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45. (Original) The golf putter of claim 44 wherein the putter body includes a 
face region that strikes the ball during putting and a back region, and wherein the 
triangle defines a plane that slopes in a downward direction moving from the face region 
toward the back region. 

46. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 wherein the second sole insert has a 
volume that is less than 50% of a volume of the first sole insert. 

47. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 wherein the putter body includes a 
face region that is adapted to strike the ball during putting, and wherein the entire 
second sole insert is positioned further from the face region than the first sole insert. 

48. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 wherein the putter body has a 
centrally positioned transition plane that demarcates the putter body into a heel region 
and a toe region, and wherein at least one of the sole inserts is positioned substantially 
symmetrically relative to the transition plane. 

49. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 further comprising a substantially 
circular upper region insert, and wherein the putter body includes an upper region that 
generally faces an opposite direction from the sole surface, the upper region including 
an upper region cavity that receives the upper region insert, the upper region insert 
having a third specific gravity that is lower than the second specific gravity. 

50. (Original) The golf putter of claim 49 wherein the upper region insert has 
a diameter that is greater than approximately 1 .00 inches and less than 1 .60 inches. 

51. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 wherein the first sole insert has a 
different shape than the second sole insert. 



-9- 



52. (Original) The golf putter of claim 38 wherein the second sole insert is 
substantially wedge-shaped. 

53. (Currently Amended) A method manufacturing a putt e r h e ad of a golf 
putter, the method comprising the steps of: 

forming a first sole insert from a material having a first specific gravity; 
positioning the first sole insert in a sole region of [[the]] a putter head of 
the golf putter ; 

forming a second sole insert from a material having a second specific 
gravity that is greater than the first specific gravity; and 

positioning the second sole insert in the sole region of the putter head. 

54. (Original) The method of claim 53 wherein the second specific gravity is 
at least approximately 100% greater than the second specific gravity. 

55. (Original) The method of claim 53 wherein the step of positioning the 
second sole insert includes positioning the second sole insert to be substantially 
symmetrical to a centrally positioned transition plane that demarcates the putter head 
into a heel region and a toe region. 

56. (Original) The method of claim 55 further comprising the steps of (i) 
forming a heel weight from a material having a specific gravity that is greater than the 
first specific gravity, (ii) forming a toe weight from a material having a specific gravity 
that is greater than the first specific gravity, and (iii) positioning the heel weight in the 
heel region and positioning the toe weight in the toe region so that a center of gravity of 
the heel weight, a center of gravity of the toe weight, and a center of gravity of the 
second sole insert define a triangle having two sides that are approximately of equal 
length. 
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57. (Original) The method of claim 56 wherein the steps of positioning the 
heel weight and positioning the toe weight include defining a plane with the center of 
gravity of the heel weight, the center of gravity of the toe weight, and the center of 
gravity of the second sole insert that slopes downward as the plane moves from the 
center of gravity of the heel region and the center of gravity of the toe region toward the 
center of gravity of the second sole region. 

58. (Currently Amended) A method manufacturing a puttor h e ad of a golf 
putter, the golf putter including a putter head having a centrally positioned transition 
plane that demarcates the putter head into a heel region and a toe region, the method 
comprising the steps of: 

positioning a first sole insert in a sole region of the putter head so that a 
portion of the first sole insert is positioned in the heel region and a portion of the 
first sole insert is positioned in the toe region; and 

positioning a second sole insert in the sole region of the putter head so 
that a portion of the second sole insert is positioned in the heel region and a 
portion of the second sole insert is positioned in the toe region. 

59. (Original) The method of claim 58 further comprising the steps of forming 
the first sole insert from a material having a first specific gravity, and forming the second 
sole insert from a material having a second specific gravity that is greater than the first 
specific gravity. 



60. (Original) The method of claim 59 further comprising the steps of (i) 
forming a heel weight from a material having a specific gravity that is greater than the 
first specific gravity, (ii) forming a toe weight from a material having a specific gravity 
that is greater than the first specific gravity, and (iii) positioning the heel weight in the 
heel region and positioning the toe weight in the toe region so that a center of gravity of 
the heel weight, a center of gravity of the toe weight, and a center of gravity of the 
second sole insert define a triangle having two sides that are approximately of equal 
length. 
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ELECTION 

The Applicant respectfully elects Group I, Species II, with traverse. Group I, 
Species II is believed to comprise claims 1-52. Species II, III and IV of Group I are all 
believed to include each of claims 1-52. Further, the Applicant asserts that claims 1-9, 
16-19, 21 and 22 are generic claims applicable to all Species illustrated in the drawings. 
In addition, the Applicant respectfully asserts that claims 1-52 are subgeneric to 
Species II, III and IV of Group I. 

Moreover, the Applicant has amended method claims 53 and 58. As amended, 
the Applicant respectfully submits that these Group II claims (and their dependent 
claims) should be examined with the Group I claims, for the reasons set forth below. 

THE ELECTION REQUIREMENT 

The Patent Office has required restriction to one of the following inventions under 
35U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1 -52 drawn to a golf putter. 

II. Claim 53-60 drawn to a method of manufacturing a putter head. 

In the Election Requirement, the Patent Office provided the following explanation, 
determining that the "inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the 
following reasons: 

"Inventions I and II are unrelated. Invention I deals with a golf putter. ... 
Invention II deals with manufacturing a putter head, only. Thus, there is no correlation 
between the product set forth in claims 1-52 of Invention I and the method steps 
described by claims 53-60 of Invention II." 

"Even if one were to argue that Inventions I and II are 'related' as product and 
process of making, a restriction would still be proper, since the product, as claimed, may 
be made by another and materially different method. In this case, method claim 53, for 
example, merely sets forth that the sole region is provided with the first and second sole 
inserts. There are no further particulars as to the routine employed to actually 
manufacture the putter head. In other words, given that method claim 53 only requires 
that a first and second sole inserts are formed and positioned within first and second 
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sole regions, it is clear that the product, as claimed, may be made by another and 
materially different process." The Patent Office then goes on to describe that casting or 
injection molding techniques could be used in the fabrication process. 

The Applicant respectfully disagrees with the analysis of the Patent Office. First, 
the Applicant submits that the differences between the various processes set forth by the 
Patent Office are not necessarily "materially different". Whether the main putter body is 
cast or injection molded is not material to the invention. Nor does the Applicant believe 
that the patentability of the invention hinges on whether the putter body is cast or injection 
molded. 

Additionally, as set forth above, independent claims 53 and 58 have each been 
amended to claim a method for manufacturing a golf putter, which is directly consistent 
with the features included in device claims 1-52. More specifically, method claim 53 
substantially parallels device claim 38, and method claim 58 substantially parallels device 
claim 23. Because claims 23 and 38 are within the elected species (Group I, Species II), 
claims 53 and 58 (and their respective dependent claims) should likewise be examined 
with the Group I, Species II claims. 
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